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RE: Letter in Support of the South Carolina Telephone
Coalition's Motion to Dismiss
Docket No. 1997-239-C

Dear Mr. Terreni:

United Telephone Company of the Carolinas d/b/a Embarq ("Embarq") files this letter in

support of the Motion to Dismiss filed by the South Carolina Telephone Coalition (SCTC)
on June 20, 2008 ("SCTC Motion" ). The SCTC Motion is consistent with the comments

Embarq previously filed in this docket on July 27, 2007, in response to the Commission's

directive seeking comments related to updated cost studies (Order No. 2007-422).

Embarq agrees with SCTC that the South Carolina Supreme Court's decision upholding the
Commission current USF rules makes it unnecessary for the Commission to take fiuther

action regarding updating the cost studies at this time (SCTC Motion at tt)7 and 13). As
SCTC points out, the Commission's rules require updated cost studies if a carrier requests
more than one-third of its company-specific funding requirement (SCTC Motion at tt7). This

provision of the rules ensures that a company's cost studies will be updated appropriately so
that it does not receive an excessive amount of USF funding in relation to its costs. Embarq
does not meet the one-third requirement, as it cturently receives only 14.5% of the total USF
funding for which it is eligible,

Embarq also agrees with SCTC that the Commission should proceed to determine the

administrative issues suggested by the Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) and identified in
Order No. 2007-422 at page 2 (SCTC Motion at $12). Embarq's position on ORS's
administrative issues is set forth in Embarq's July 27, 2007 comments at page 5.
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Mr. Terreni
June 25, 2008
Page 2

For the reasons set forth above, the Commission should grant SCTC's Motion to Dismiss,

should proceed to determine ORS's administrative issues on an expedited basis and should

grant such other relief as is just and proper.

Sincerely,

ELLIO1T Ec E, IO1T, P.A.

Scott Elliott

SE/jcl

cc: All Parties of Record
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For the reasons set forth above, the Commission should grant SCTC's Motion to Dismiss,

should proceed to determine ORS's administrative issues on an expedited basis and should

grant such other relief as is just and proper.

Sincel_ely,

ELLIO;_IOTT , P,A.

SE/jcl

ce: All Parties of Record



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have served one copy of Letter in Support of Motion to
Dismiss, in Docket No. 97-239-C on behalf of United Telephone Company of the
Carolinas d/b/a Embarq on all below listed parties to this proceeding by depositing a copy
addressed to each in the United States Mail, first-class postage prepaid.

Sonia Daniels, Regulatory Specialist
AT&T Communications of the Southern States
Southern Region - AT&T External Affairs
1230 Peachtree, 4th Floor
Atlanta, GA, 30309

Patrick Turner, Counsel
AT&T Companies
1600 Williams Street
Suite 5200
Columbia, SC, 29201

John F. Beach, Counsel
Ellis, Lawhorne & Sims, P.A.
Post Office Box 2285
Columbia, SC, 29202

Anthony Mastando,
Senior Manager/Regulatory Attorney
ITCDeltaCom Communications
7037 Old Madison Pike, Suite 400
Huntsville, AL, 35806
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M. John Bowen Jr., Counsel
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
Post Office Box 11390
Columbia, SC, 29211

Nanette S, Edwards, Esquire
Office of Regulatory Staff
Post Office Box 11263
Columbia, SC, 29211

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have served one copy of Letter in Support of Motion to

Dismiss, in Docket No. 97-239-C on behalf of United Telephone Company of the

Carolinas d/b/a Embarq on all below listed parties to this proceeding by depositing a copy

addressed to each in the United States Mail, first-class postage prepaid.

Sonia Daniels, Regulatory Specialist

AT&T Communications of the Southern States

Southern Region - AT&T External Affairs

1230 Peachtree, 4th Floor

Atlanta, GA, 30309

Patrick Turner, Counsel

AT&T Companies
1600 Williams Street

Suite 5200

Columbia, SC, 29201

John F. Beach, Counsel

Ellis, Lawhorne & Sims, P.A.

Post Office Box 2285

Columbia, SC, 29202

Anthony Mastando,

Senior Manager/Regulatory Attomey

ITCDeltaCom Communications

7037 Old Madison Pike, Suite 400

Huntsville, AL, 35806
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M. John Bowen Jr., Counsel

McNair Law Firm, P.A.

Post Office Box 11390

Columbia, SC, 29211

Nanette S, Edwards, Esquire

Office of Regulatory Staff

Post Offiee Box 11263

Columbia, SC, 29211
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Faye A. Flowers, Counsel
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein, LLP
Post Office 1509
Columbia, SC, 29202

Steven W. Hamm, Esquire
Richardson Plowden Carpenter
& Robinson, P.A.
P.O. Drawer 7788
Columbia, SC, 29202

Bonnie D. Shealy, Counsel
Robinson, McFadden & Moore, P.C.
Post Office Box 944
Columbia, SC, 29202

Frank R. Ellerbe III, Counsel
Robinson, McFadden & Moore, P,C.
Post Office Box 944
Columbia, SC, 29202

Craig K. Davis, Esquire
SC Office of Info. Resources
Budget & Control Board
Davis Law Firm
Landing Road
Ridgeway, SC 29130

Robert E. Tyson Jr, , Counsel
Sowell Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC
Post Office Box 11449
Columbia, SC, 29211

Zel Gilbert, Director External Affairs
Embarq
1122 Lady Street, Suite 1050
Columbia, SC, 29201

FayeA. Flowers,Counsel
ParkerPoeAdams& Bernstein,LLP
PostOffice 1509
Columbia,SC,29202

StevenW. Hamm,Esquire
RichardsonPlowdenCarpenter
& Robinson,P.A.
P.O.Drawer7788
Columbia,SC,29202

BonnieD. Shealy,Counsel
Robinson,McFadden& Moore,P.C.
PostOfficeBox 944
Columbia,SC,29202

FrankR. EllerbeIII, Counsel
Robinson,McFadden& Moore,P.C.
PostOfficeBox 944
Columbia,SC,29202

CraigK. Davis, Esquire
SCOfficeof Info. Resources
Budget& ControlBoard
Davis Law Firm
LandingRoad
Ridgeway,SC 29130

RobertE.TysonJr., Counsel
SowellGrayStepp& Laffitte, LLC
PostOffice Box 11449
Columbia,SC,29211

Zel Gilbert,DirectorExternalAffairs
Embarq
1122Lady Street,Suite1050
Columbia,SC,29201
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William R.L. Atkinson, Counsel
Sprint Nextel Corporation
233 Peachtree Street, N.E.
Suite 2200
Atlanta, GA, 30303

Stan J. Bugner
State Director/Regulatory & Government Affairs
Verizon Telecommunications, Inc.
1301 Gervais Street, Suite 825
Columbia, SC, 29201

Benjamin P. Mustian, Counsel
Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A.
Post Office Box 8416
Columbia, SC, 29202

John M, S. Hoefer, Counsel
Willoughby &, Hoefer, P.A.
Post Office Box 8416
Columbia, SC, 29202-8416

Ross Allen Buntrock, Counsel
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC
1401 Eye Street, Seventh Floor
Washington, DC, 20005

Susan B.Berkowitz, Sr. Mgr. /Regulatory Attorney
Women's Shelter
SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center
P.O. Box 7187
Columbia, SC, 29202

John J. Pringle, Jr., Counsel
Ellis, Lawhorne & Sims, P.A.
Post Office Box 2285
Columbia, SC, 29202

Burnet R Maybank, III, Counsel
Nexsen Pruet, LLC
Post Office Box 2426
Columbia, SC, 29202

William R.L. Atkinson, Counsel

Sprint Nextel Corporation

233 Peachtree Street, N.E.

Suite 2200

Atlanta, GA, 30303

Stan J. Bugner

State Director/Regulatory & Government Affairs

Verizon Telecommunications, Inc.

1301 Gervais Street, Suite 825

Columbia, SC, 29201

Benjamin P. Mustian, Counsel

Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A.

Post Office Box 8416

Columbia, SC, 29202

John M.S. Hoefer, Counsel

Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A.
Post Office Box 8416

Columbia, SC, 29202-8416

Ross Allen Buntrock, Counsel

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC

1401 Eye Street, Seventh Floor

Washington, DC, 20005

Susan B. Berkowitz, Sr. Mgr./Regulatory Attorney
Women's Shelter

SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center

P.O. Box 7187

Columbia, SC, 29202

John J. Pringle, Jr., Counsel

Ellis, Lawhorne & Sims, P.A.
Post Office Box 2285

Columbia, SC, 29202

Burnet R Maybank, III, Counsel

Nexsen Pruet, LLC

Post Office Box 2426

Columbia, SC, 29202
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John F. Beach, Counsel
Ellis, Lawhorne Ec Sims, P.A.
P. O. Box 2285
Columbia, SC 29202

J. Phillips Carver, Counsel
AT&T
675 West Peachtree St., N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30375

Susan S. Masterton, Counsel
Embarq
1313 Blair Stone Road
Tallahassee, FL 32301

This 25'" day of June, 2008.

Jackie . Livingston, Legal Assists
Elliott k lliott, PA
721 Olive Street
Columbia, SC 29205
803-771-0555

John F. Beach, Counsel

Ellis, Lawhorne & Sims, P.A.

P. O. Box 2285

Columbia, SC 29202

J. Phillips Carver, Counsel
AT&T

675 West Peachtree St., N.E.

Atlanta, GA 30375

Susan S. Masterton, Counsel

Embarq
1313 Blair Stone Road

Tallahassee, FL 32301

This 25 th day of June, 2008.

Jackleg. Livingston, Legal Assista_
Elliott & Elliott, PA "_

721 Olive Street

Columbia, SC 29205
803-771-0555
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